	Epiphany (6th Jan) 

	Prep: 

	· Baby shower invite (on board or paper version)
· Bible story book (Wise men)
· Video link to ‘In the Bleak Mid-winter Carol’  
· Gift bag or wrapped box for prayer activity
· Gift tags (1 each) 

	Gathering – use your normal way of starting worship 

	Introduce the invite to a baby shower (PPT) 

What would you take for a baby king? (Think Pair Share) 
Older pupils might like to do a diamond 9 activity sorting these into the most important gifts at the top and least at the bottom (nappies, bottles, baby memories book, teddy bear, baby clothes, talcum powder, dummy, potty, bibs). 
Look at the list of things they would take to a baby shower. Then add three more items, gold, incense and perfume, stating these are definitely needed for a new baby. (They will probably disagree).


	Engaging

	The 6th January is a special day in the Church’s year. It the day when we celebrate the visit of the Wisemen, called Epiphany. 

It happens after Christmas as we don’t know when the wide men visited but Jesus and his parents were staying in a house and he was at least 1 years old maybe almost 2. (Think the wise men followed a star that appeared when Jesus was born and they had to travel a long way!)  

As we retell the story listen out to the gifts that they brought and see if you can work out why they brought those gifts? 

RETELL THE STORY 

(You may also like to sing, ‘We three kings’ or another song from your nativity that matches). 

Reflect on the gifts: 
The wisemen bought gifts that were more about prophesying (predicting) who Jesus was rather than being much use to a young family. These gifts were chosen carefully to suit baby Jesus. 

Gold was a gift for a king. 
Frankincense (incense)  was burned during prayers at the temple for worshipping God. 
Myrrh was an expensive strong perfume that would be used to stop a body smelling after death. 

Why do you think these three gifts were given? 


	Responding 

	Share the last lines of the carol ‘In the bleak midwinter’ with the children: 
What can I give him,
Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I would bring a lamb,
If I were a wise man
I would do my part,
Yet what I can I give Him —
Give my heart.

Christians believe that the little baby born all those years ago was God, they view him as King of their lives and that he died to save them. That’s why the last line of the carol talks about giving their heart, their life as a thankyou to God for Jesus. 

PAUSE POINT If you could give anything to God what would it be? 

Prayer activity: (prepare an empty box wrapped in gift wrap, or a large gift bag and gift tags for each participant (stick on one are best) ) 
Ask them to record, write or draw that they would give to God and then attach it to the box/bag. 


	Sending

	Play the carol ‘In the bleak midwinter’ (link)  whilst the children write or record their prayer, and then bring it up to the box/bag to attach it during the carol. 

Finish with a simple prayer 
Father God we thank you for sending your son as a baby into our world. He came as a gift of love for us all. Help us also to love the world and be gifts within the world too through the things we say and do.  
Amen 
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