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Approval of the Governing Body

This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for:
Modern Foreign Language Policy
at

Ivington CE (VA) Primary and Pre-school

It was revised during the:

Summer 2023

It has been agreed and is supported by the teaching staff and the
governing body.

We aim to review this policy during the:

Autumn 2025

Or sooner if necessary
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Linking with our Vision

Reaghing logeiner

To provide a caring, Christian ethos for the school, which inspires and excites a shared
enthusiasm for life and learning.

At Ivington CE Primary and Pre-school, through our strong Christian ethos and focus on 12
important Christian values, we are committed to providing a deeply nourishing, spiritual, ambitious,
and broad curriculum. Our motto, ‘Reaching together’ underpins our belief in equality of
opportunity for all, where we actively endeavour to promote understanding and appreciation of our
racially diverse society and give each child a special place in the world where they feel valued,
essential to our community and equipped with the necessary skills to make a positive contribution.
We perceive our role to be opening a ‘window on the World’, through which our pupils are actively
encouraged to develop respect for the beliefs and cultures which enrich their everyday lives and
encourage others to do likewise.

We strive to eliminate inequality through our deep Christian ethos of tolerance and understanding
of all groups in society, which ensures that everyone at lvington will be treated fairly despite his or
her creed, colour, disability, or gender.

More details are available in our Inclusion, Racial Equality and Equal Opportunities policies.

The health, safety, and welfare of all the people who work or learn at our school are
therefore of fundamental importance. We aim to provide a safe, secure, and pleasant
working environment for everyone. The governing body, along with the LA, takes
responsibility for protecting the health, safety and welfare of all children and members of
staff.

Aims and objectives

In our school, we support the view that learning a modern foreign language is an
entitlement for all pupils during their time in Key Stage 2. We are therefore committed to
the principle that learning another language is appropriate for all children, whatever their




ability or special needs. We will also seek to develop our curriculum so that teaching a
foreign language is a normal part of it. We will do this for several reasons. Firstly, we
believe that many children really enjoy learning to speak another language. Secondly, we
also believe that the earlier a child is exposed to a foreign language, the faster the
language in question is acquired, and an advantage of introducing a new language at
primary school is that children tend to be less self-conscious about speaking aloud at this
stage of their development. Also, it is widely accepted that the early acquisition of a foreign
language facilitates the learning of other foreign languages later in life.

Our main objective in the teaching of a modern foreign language at primary school is to
promote the early development of linguistic competence. We believe that to accomplish
this, we should help the children to do all of the following:

o familiarise themselves with the sounds and written form of a modern foreign language;
e develop particular language-learning skills;

e begin to understand a new language, and communicate in it;

o make comparisons between languages;

¢ |earn about different countries and their people, and work with materials from different
countries and communities, thus increasing their awareness of other cultures;

e develop a positive attitude towards the learning of foreign languages in general;

e use their knowledge of the foreign language with growing confidence, both to
understand what they hear and read, and to express themselves in speech and
writing;

e acquire, through all of the above, a sound basis for further study at Key Stage 3 and
beyond.

British Values — Links with Modern Foreign Languages

By engaging with the wider world, global learning helps pupils to develop their own thinking
and to engage with a range of values such as tolerance, mutual respect, liberty and
responsibility.

Please see our Statement and provision map for British Values for further details

Teaching and learning style

We recognise that language learning in its broadest sense has three core strands: learning
to communicate (with the emphasis on oracy, i.e. listening, speaking and interacting);
learning ABOUT language (using literacy, i.e. reading and writing in the foreign language,
to learn about the writing system, spelling and structure of the language); learning about
and comparing different cultures (inter-cultural understanding). We also recognise that
children should be encouraged to apply knowledge already learnt about their own language




to their learning of the new language. We aim to equip pupils with strategies for language
learning that they can use in the future when studying another foreign language.

We base the teaching on the guidance material in the Key Stage 2 Framework for
Languages, the National Curriculum Non-Statutory Guidelines for MFL at Key Stage. We
have adapted this to the context of our school and the abilities of our children.

We use a variety of techniques to encourage the children to engage actively in the modern
foreign language: these include games, role-play and songs (particularly action songs). We
often use puppets and soft toys to demonstrate the foreign language, and we also invite
native speakers into the classroom and listen to recordings, in order to expose the children
to more than one voice in the foreign language. We frequently use mime to accompany
new vocabulary in the foreign language, as this teaches the language without the need for
translation.

We emphasise the listening and speaking skills over the reading and writing skills. We also
use a multi-sensory and kinaesthetic approach to teaching, i.e. we try to introduce a
physical element into some of the games, as we believe that this serves to reinforce
memory.

We make the lessons as entertaining and enjoyable as possible, as we realise that this
approach serves to develop a positive attitude in the children to the learning of modern
foreign languages. We build children’s confidence through constant praise for any
contribution that they make in the foreign language, however tentative.

We allow for differentiation by:

e using peer support — we partner pupils of disparate ability;
e setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;

e providing resources of different complexities, matched to the ability of the child.

e Assessment, Recording and Reporting

Most assessment is formative and is used to support teaching and learning and inform
future planning. The MFL teacher assesses the children's progress in the target language
based on their achievement of the learning objectives in lessons. The teacher is provided
with an assessment ‘tick’ chart to help with this.

If any written MFL work is produced, it is marked in line with the school policy on marking.

We teach a foreign language to children throughout Key Stage 2. The way in which this is
organised varies, depending on our staffing situation each year. We introduce the subject
in Year 3. Throughout Key Stage 2 we try to build some specialist language teaching into
the normal school curriculum. This is sometimes done by timetabling language lessons
each week, or it may be done by planning for ‘block’ weeks of intensive instruction. We
also plan opportunities for language learning in the teaching of other subjects (see Section
5 below).

We also strive to ensure that our children’s transition to secondary school is as smooth as
possible. We plan to pass on clear and accurate records to the secondary school about
each child’s achievements in language learning.




The curriculum
French is the modern foreign language that we teach in our school.

The curriculum that we follow is based on the guidance given in the Key Stage 2
Framework for Languages, the National Curriculum Non-Statutory Guidelines for MFL.

We teach the children to know and understand how to:

ask and answer questions;

use correct pronunciation and intonation;

memorise words;

interpret meaning;

understand basic grammar;

use dictionaries;

work in pairs and groups to communicate in the other language;

look at life in another culture.

The contribution of MFL to teaching in other curriculum areas:

English

The learning of a modern foreign language naturally contributes to the development of our
children’s listening and speaking skills. It also develops the children’s grasp of linguistic

features such as rhyme, rhythm, stress and intonation, helps them understand the concept
of register (as required for the French tu/vous distinction), and emphasises the importance

of knowing the role of different word types in sentence structure.

Mathematics

Children reinforce their time-telling skills by playing time-related games in the foreign
language. We play number games, too, that reinforce their counting and calculation skills,
expand their understanding of date, and increase their knowledge about money.

Personal, social and health education and citizenship

One of the main benefits to the children of learning a modern foreign language at primary
school level is a social one. Those children who have difficulty in reading and writing, but

who have good aural skills, will often find that they excel at speaking in foreign languages.
This success breeds confidence, which in turn increases self-esteem and gives them a

more positive attitude to school in general.

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural education




By teaching a modern foreign language, we contribute to the children’s cultural education.
They learn that many societies are multi-lingual. We teach them about festivals and
customs related to the countries in which the language is spoken. We also give them the
chance to hear stories set in the foreign culture.

Geography

We ask the children to research the different countries in which the particular foreign
language is spoken (after they have first found them on a map or a globe). MFL pupils
likewise learn about the climate of the countries in which the language is spoken.

Music

We teach children songs in the modern foreign language — both traditional and modern —
which of course helps them develop a sense of rhythm and an ear for melody. We also
play them classical music by composers from the countries in question (e.g. Saint-Saéns’s
‘Carnival of the Animals’ in the case of France).

History

We teach children about significant historical figures and events in the history of the
countries whose language we are studying (e.g. about William the Conqueror in the case of
France).

Science

Children reinforce their knowledge of parts of the body through related games, such as a
French version of ‘Simon Says’, or ‘Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes’, or through related
songs, such as the French-Canadian ‘Alouette’.

PE

We teach children dances from the countries in which the foreign language is spoken, e.g.
‘Sur le Pont d’Avignon’ in the case of France. Many of the games we use to teach children
modern foreign languages are very active games that require fast reactions, e.g. French
versions of ‘Simon Says’ and ‘Grandmother’s Footsteps’.

Modern foreign languages and ICT

We enable the children to use digital cameras and IPad, in order to record performances or
audio of songs, role-plays or mini-dramas.

Modern foreign languages and inclusion

At our school, we teach a modern foreign language to all children in KS2, whatever their
ability. A modern foreign language forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a
broad and balanced education to all children. Through our modern foreign language
teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do




this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs.
Assessment against the National Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment
and progress against expected levels.

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special
educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors — classroom
organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, differentiation — so that we can take some
additional or different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. This ensures that
our teaching is matched to the child’s needs.

Intervention will lead to the creation of an Individual Education Plan (IEP) for children with
special educational needs. The IEP may include, as appropriate, specific targets relating to
the modern foreign language.

We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning a modern
foreign language. Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom (e.g.

playing a playground game in a modern foreign language), we carry out a risk assessment

prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils.

Assessment for learning

We assess the children in order to ensure that they make good progress in this subject. We
do this informally during the lessons. The school uses the four national attainment targets
to evaluate the progress of each child, and to provide information to the secondary school
when the children transfer.

Older children are encouraged to make judgements about how they can improve their own
and each other’s work.

Resources

Our resources include a comprehensive selection of story books, magazines, games, CDs,
videos, online resources and artefacts. We have built up strong links with the local
secondary school. Modern foreign language resources are kept in the classrooms.

Monitoring and review

We monitor teaching and learning in the same way as we do all the other subjects that we
teach in the school.

The coordination and planning of the MFL curriculum are the responsibility of the subject
leader, who also:

e supports colleagues in their teaching, by keeping informed about current
developments in MFL, and providing a strategic lead and direction for this subject;

o works with the Head teacher to complete an annual audit and action plan in which she
evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in MFL, and indicates areas for further
improvement; This is forwarded to the LA.

The quality of teaching and learning in modern foreign languages is informally monitored
and evaluated by the headteacher as part of the school’s agreed cycle of lesson
observations. The governors’ curriculum committee has the responsibility of monitoring the
success of our French teaching.




The Head teacher also liaises with the local secondary schools, so that they are aware of
the modern foreign language experience of our children when they move to the next phase
of their education.

This policy will be reviewed at least every three years.




